




  

  

 

  
  

 
WEST VALLEY 

Nuclear Services Co. offering buyouts 

 
Updated: 07/27/07 7:08 AM 
 
 WEST VALLEY — The contractor at the West Valley Demonstration Project announced 
Thursday it was offering employees buyouts. 

West Valley Nuclear Services Co., which will soon give way to a new contractor, said 
employees who accepted the opportunity would be given severance pay based on years of 
service, extended health care coverage and retraining support. 

The company’s announcement did not say how many employees the company was looking 
to shed but said that layoffs might follow. Employees have 15 days to accept the offer. 

As of Sept. 1, a new contractor, West Valley Environmental Services, will be in charge at the 
project. 

  
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.buffalonews.com/cityregion/otherwny/story/128183.html 
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West Valley employees offered buyouts

WEST VALLEY - West Valley Nuclear Services Co. this week offered its employees the opportunity to voluntarily 
leave the company and receive full separation benefits. 
 
This offer coincides with the transition of the West Valley Demonstration Project management and operations 
contract from West Valley Nuclear Services to West Valley Environmental Services, LLC. 
 
"As the nature of the cleanup work has changed, it has become necessary to adjust the workforce accordingly," said 
Al Konetzni, president of both Nuclear Services and the new contractor, West Valley Environmental, said in a press 
release. 
 
The release did not state how many jobs remain as part of the project nor did it address how many workers were 
eligible for the buyouts. 
 
Employees who choose the buyout will receive separation benefits, including severance pay based on years of 
service, extended health care coverage, and retraining support. 
 
Employees have 15 days to apply for the program. 
 
Once the voluntary separation program has concluded, Nuclear Services will evaluate staffing levels in various skill 
and expertise areas to determine if layoffs are necessary to meet project needs. 
 
West Valley Nuclear has managed and operated the project since 1981. In the 1980s and 1990s its employees 
designed, constructed and operated a number of remote radioactive waste processing facilities. In 2002, the 
processing of 600,000 gallons of highly radioactive liquid waste into solid glass was completed. 
 
Since then, the project has gone through a series of work force adjustments in response to work scope changes. 
 
The U.S. Department of Energy environmental cleanup project is conducted in cooperation with the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority. 
 
West Valley Nuclear will manage the site through Aug. 31; West Valley Environmental will assume management 
of the project effective Sept. 1. 
 
The West Valley Environmental team is comprised of Washington Group International, Jacobs Engineering, 
Environmental Chemical Corp. and Parallax. 
 
 

http://www.oleantimesherald.com/articles/2007/07/29/news/doc46ac0420ec4f1886112919.prt7/30/2007 9:42:16 AM



AT WEST VALLEY . . . . . . .. CONTRACTOR BEGINS WORKFORCE RESTRUCTURING

West Valley Nuclear Services Company last week launched a workforce restructuring effort targeting the
company’s approximately 300 employees. The effort entails a voluntary separations program, under which
WVNSCO employees who choose to leave the company will receive severance pay based on years of service,
extended healthcare coverage and retraining support. Once the voluntary separation program has concluded,
WVNSCO plans to “evaluate staffing levels in various skill and expertise areas to determine if involuntary
staff reductions are necessary,” according to a company press release. 

WVNSCO spokeswoman Sonja Allen said the company did not have a set goal for the number of employees
who chose to participate in the voluntary separations program, adding that the voluntary separation program
was being carried out both because of an anticipated reduced workscope and employees expressing a desire
to move on to other employment. “We’re not targeting any particular number,”she said.

The workforce restructuring at West Valley comes as the site prepares for a new cleanup contractor. In late
June, the Department of Energy awarded the site’s interim completion contract to West Valley
Environmental Services, which consists of site incumbent Washington Group, Jacobs Engineering,
Environmental Chemical Corporation (ECC) and EnergySolutions through its purchase earlier this year of
Parallax. The new contractor is set to take over beginning Sept. 1. “As the nature of the cleanup work has
changed, it has become necessary to adjust the workforce accordingly,” said Al Konetzni, president of both
WVNSCO and WVES, in last week’s release. “We are honored that DOE selected WVES to operate and
manage the WVDP. Offering this program positions our workforce to charge ahead to fulfill DOE’s vision
of an interim end state.”�

Note: Dan Sullivan/DO E-W est Valley  is on the agenda to speak at:

THE FIRST ANNUAL RADWASTE SUMMIT
 Thursday, September 6
3:55 LLRW Waste Transport to Nevada Test Site—New Challenges to be Faced by DOE Sites
Dan Sullivan, Federal Project Director
DOE-West Valley





 

August 9, 2007 
 

Project updates presented at WVDP 
public meeting  

By LAURA MAGEE 
Journal Editor 
 
Project updates were presented at the quarterly public meeting for the 
West Valley Demonstration Project on Tuesday, August 7 at the Ashford 
Office Complex.  
Bryan Bower, director of the state Department of Energy at West Valley, 
spoke about the many accomplishments, including removing large 
amounts of waste from the site, that the workforce has completed in the 
past six months. He added that between January and June of this year, 
nearly 12,000 drums were removed from storage, packaged in durable 
bags, loaded on gondola cars and shipped to the Nevada Test Site via 
rail. In the previous four months, only 1,500 drums were shipped. Bower 
said the workforce is on target to have the entire drum cell empty by the 
end of September. 
Another accomplishment was the decontamination and dismantlement of 
the fuel pool pump pit. Bower said this was challenging work with 
confined space and high radiation levels. He gave credit to the operators 
and engineers for tackling this project and said it is “basically ready for 
demolition in the future.”  
He also mentioned other tasks that have moved the project ahead. 
“In short, West Valley Nuclear Services accomplished all their goals,” 



Bower said.  
Upcoming work includes the continued offsite shipment of drum cell 
waste with a target of 4,500 removed, processing five waste boxes in the 
remote handled waste facility, placing a subcontract for the installation of 
a barrier wall and cap over the Nuclear Regulatory Commission licensed 
disposal area and conducting further investigation of the North Plateau 
Groundwater Plume. Bower added that the plume is not a public safety 
and health risk.  
The next quarterly public meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 13 at the Ashford Office Complex. 

  











West Valley cleanup project to reduce staff by about 50 people
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West Valley cleanup project to reduce staff by about 50 people

By Douglas Turner - NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU 
Updated: 08/17/07 6:42 AM 
 
WASHINGTON — About 50 people will be trimmed from the largest federal aid project in Western 
New York — the West Valley nuclear cleanup program at Ashford — starting next week, The Buffalo 
News has learned.

The project’s new contractor, West Valley Environmental Services Co., has offered “voluntary 
separation” to employees with the ultimate target of cutting 50 workers.

The reductions are part of the contract between the new contractor and the U.S. Department of Energy, 
and will leave about 250 working at the sprawling site just south of Springville.

If there are not enough voluntary separations by Tuesday’s deadline, then the new contractor will be 
impose “involuntary separations,” according to Sonja Allen, spokeswoman for West Valley Nuclear 
Services, the corporation that previously directed the cleanup.

Since 1981, the federal government has spent more than $2 billion to remove spent nuclear fuel 
materials from a malfunctioning reprocessing plant operated there by W.R. Grace Inc.

The key corporate partners of the new operator are Jacobs Engineering Group of Pasadena, Calif., an 
international firm dealing with energy and engineering interests, and Washington International Group of 
Boise, Idaho, which acquired part of Westinghouse, onetime owner of Western New York Fuel Services.

The remaining work force will decontaminate and then raze the main processing center at West Valley.

The work force peaked at about 1,200. The plant has been a mainstay of the southern Erie County and 
northern Cattaraugus County economies for years.

dturner@buffnews.com
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