
  

  

West Valley Environmental Service Supports Springville and West 
Valley Chambers of Commerce 
Local businesses supported by West Valley Environmental Services 

West Valley Environmental Services Company LLC supports local businesses through its participation in the local Chambers of 
Commerce. WVES supports existing businesses and understands the need to attract new businesses to sustain the local economy. 
This commitment was recently reinforced through donations to the Springville and West Valley Chambers of Commerce.  
  
At the West Valley Chamber of Commerce’s monthly dinner on January 14, John McKibbin, president and project manager, 
presented Chamber Treasurer Ray Williams with a $2,000 check. Williams gratefully accepted the check, remarking that requests 
for support from the community will benefit from the donation. The Chamber responds to a variety of requests, from community 
members in need to educational programs at the local high school. 
  
Following the Springville Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual dinner awards program on January 16, WVES Vice President Steve 
Warren presented a $2,000 check to Chamber President Molly Frank and Vice President David Fielding. The Springville Chamber 
has stepped up its efforts to provide programs and networking opportunities to its members. Included are the Business After Hours 
events, workshops and seminars and participation in the Buffalo Niagara Partnership. 
  
The WVDP is an environmental cleanup and waste management project located about 35 miles south of Buffalo. The project is 
conducted by the United States Department of Energy in cooperation with the New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority. WVES manages and operates the WVDP under contract to DOE. The WVES team is comprised of URS, Jacobs 
Engineering, Environmental Chemical Corporation (ECC), and Parallax.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Vice President David Fielding and President Molly Frank, Springville Area Chamber of Commerce, 
accept a check from WVES Vice President Steve Warren at the Chamber’s Annual Awards Dinner. 

Vice President David Fielding and President Molly Frank,  
Springville Area Chamber of Commerce, accept a check  
from WVES Vice President Steve Warren at the 
 Chamber’s Annual Awards Dinner. 

WVES President and Project Manager John 
McKibbin presents a check to West Valley 
Chamber of Commerce Treasurer Ray Williams. 
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West Valley 
Demonstration Project 

Quarterly Public Meeting 

Tuesday, February 2, 6:30pm 

Ashford Office 
Complex 

9030 Route 219, West Valley, NY 14171 

The Department of Energy and the New York State 
Research and Development Authority will hold a public 
meeting on Tuesday, February 2, at the Ashford Office 

Complex in West Valley, New York. 

For further information, please contact 
John Camberlain at 

John.chamberlaln@wves.org or (716)942-4610 
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Copies of President Barack Obama's budget are delivered to the Senate Budget Committee on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Monday. 
Associated Press 

  

Obama airs defense of budget 
Two programs important to area face spending cuts 
by Jerry Zremski 
NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 
Updated: February 01, 2010, 11:01 pm /  
Published: February 02, 2010, 7:06 am 

WASHINGTON … President Obama on Monday unveiled a $3.8 trillion proposed budget for fiscal 2011, 
balancing additional spending on jobs with upper-income tax increases and cuts in many domestic programs … 
and still ending up with a record $1.56 trillion deficit. 

The spending plan suggests the nation will go more than a trillion dollars into debt for three years running, but 
Obama told reporters that deeply cutting the deficit would be impossible during tough economic times. 

"We won't be able to bring down this deficit overnight, given that the recovery is still taking hold and families 
across the country still need help," Obama said. "We will continue, for example, to do what it takes to create 
jobs." 

To that end, the spending plan includes a tax credit for businesses that hire new workers. It extends aid to the 
unemployed while setting aside $25 billion in new aid for struggling state governments, some of which would 
end up heading to New York. 

But with the federal debt piling up and public concern about it on the rise, the budget includes a freeze on 
overall domestic discretionary spending. 

While some programs … most notably college grants … would grow dramatically, funding for many would be 
frozen. 

And some, including two programs of great interest to Buffalo … the federal effort to clean up the Great Lakes 
and the low-income Home Energy Assistance Program … would suffer big funding reductions. 

"We have gone through every department's spending line by line, item by item, looking for inefficiency, 



duplication and programs that have outlived their usefulness," Obama said. "That's how we freeze discretionary 
spending." 

But that wasn't good enough for Republicans, who argued that the spending plan does not go nearly far enough 
to control spending. 

"This country is sinking into a fiscal quagmire," said Sen. Judd Gregg of New Hampshire, the top Republican 
on the Senate Budget Committee. "These circumstances call for a bold, game-changing budget that will turn 
things around, put in place a plan to restrain spending, reduce the debt and tackle the big entitlement programs 
that are growing out of control." 

Instead, Gregg said, Obama offered "more of the same … a budget that claims to be fiscally responsible, but 
just below the surface contains more spending, more borrowing and more taxes." 

There's more spending for sure, particularly on efforts to boost employment and put more cash into the hands of 
consumers. 

About $33 billion would be devoted to that new $5,000 tax credit for companies that add jobs. Obama also 
proposes extending his Making Work Pay middle-class tax breaks of $400 per individual and $800 per couple 
through next year, instead of letting them expire this year. 

Social Security recipients would get $250 payments to account for the fact that low inflation left them with no 
cost-of-living increase. 

To Gov. David A. Paterson, though, a key element of the plan was the aid to states. 

"While hard choices will still need to be made to balance New York's budget, this aid would help mitigate some 
of the most difficult actions I proposed in my Executive Budget, which were put forward only out of sheer 
necessity in order to close an over $7 billion deficit," Paterson said. 

In addition to short-term aid aimed at quickly boosting the economy, the Obama spending plan includes a 
handful of big increases in programs to boost long-term growth. 

The Pell Grant program for college students was among the biggest winners. Its funding would nearly double to 
$35 billion. 

"This will help us reach the goal I've set for America: By 2020, we will once again have the highest proportion 
of college graduates in the world," Obama said. 

The proposal includes a $4 billion National Infrastructure Innovation and Finance Fund aimed at paying for 
important big-ticket items that states might be unwilling to fund. 

In addition, the National Institutes of Health would get an extra $1 billion, assuming that Congress passes health 
care reform. That could be a faulty assumption, since Democrats no longer have a filibusterproof majority in the 
Senate. 

The Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Affairs departments … exempt from the domestic spending 
freeze … would get funding increases. 

The budget also is rife with losers, notably big business and the wealthy.



It includes $1.4 trillion in new taxes over the next decade. Taxes would go up $120 billion on international 
corporations, and big banks that were helped by last year's bailout would face $90 billion in new fees. 

Also, the Bush administration's tax breaks would expire for families making more than $250,000 a year. 

Republicans argued that such moves run counter to any efforts to create new jobs. 

"Small businesses and job creators simply cannot afford the massive Obama tax increases included in this 
budget and be expected to hire more workers," said Rep. Eric Cantor of Virginia, the House Republican whip. 

While Republicans upbraided Obama for a lack of fiscal discipline, the budget did include some steep cuts. 

Former President George W. Bush's proposal to return astronauts to the moon would be abandoned. 

And a signature Obama environmental effort … a massive Great Lakes cleanup … would be scaled back. 

Funding for the Great Lakes program would be cut to $300 million from $475 million. While $300 million is 
still far more than the effort got under Bush, the Environmental Protection Agency conceded that the funding 
cut "reflects the difficult economic times." 

The budget for the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 now goes to Capitol Hill. 

Final spending plans always look far different than what the president proposes, and that's especially likely with 

Obama's proposal to cut funding for Low-Income Home Energy Assistance to $3.65 billion from $5 billion. 

Presidents routinely propose cutting that program, and Congress routinely disposes of the idea. 

The budget also includes several other line items of special interest to the Buffalo area. In particular: 

-- Buffalo could receive about$24.3 million in community development block grant money, the same as this 
year, since funding for that program would not change. 

-- The Army Corps of Engineers would get $16.5 million for its waste cleanup programs in Western New York, 
up 12 percent, all for one reason: Funding for the Linde Air Products cleanup in the Town of Tonawanda will 
increase to $10 million, from $3 million this year. 

A larger quantity of radioactive waste has been found at the former Manhattan Project site than had been 
expected, said Linda Houston, project manager for the corps. 

-- The corps would receive routine amounts of funding for local waterway operations and maintenance, with 
$1.165 million for Buffalo Harbor and $1.55 million for the Black Rock Channel and Tonawanda Harbor. 

-- Funding for the West Valley Demonstration Project will hold steady at $58 million. 

e-mail: jzremski@buffnews.com 
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Cattaraugus County’s plan to tax wells is nixed by legislators 
Notes from the Ashford Town Board Meeting held February 10 

According to Legislator Charles Hebdon, the reason Cattaraugus 
County wants to GPS coordinate all public and private wells is so 
that next year it can slap a $25 tax on each one to raise money. 
“We turned it down today,” said Hebdon. “They tried it about 10 
years ago.” 
  
Councilwoman Beverly Hess noted, “The Farm Bureau is also 
opposing it.” 
  
At the town of Ashford Board meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
Hebdon updated the board on other legislative discussions 
relating to work done following the August 2009 storms. “We filed 
for five different things for funding from FEMA which will probably 
cost the county around $600,000,” he informed the board. These 
included full funding for the triangle on White Street and also for drainage repairs on Depot Street. Hebdon said once the work on 
Depot Street is up to par, the county will ask the town to take responsibility for it. Highway Supervisor Tim Engels said he believed 
the FEMA staff he worked with were really looking out for the town. “I thought they were wonderful to work with,” he noted. 
  
Hebdon also discussed the new open burning law which became effective last October. “They [the county] are going to come down 
on people big time,” he said, referring to campfires which must now be less than three feet in height and four feet in length. 
  
The emerald ash borer is an invasive wood boring beetle. In answer to the question, “When there is an ash borer in a tree, don’t 
they fly around when the tree is cut down?” Hebdon replied, “The whole thing is a joke anyhow; all they want to do is to tax people 
for firewood.  
  
“They said all we are trying to do is to slow it down but Connecticut and Michigan couldn’t do it – the only place they have 
discovered it is in Randolph.” 
  
In an effort to slow the continued spread of the EAB, governments have instituted various quarantines of infested areas to regulate 
the continued transportation of ash products which includes a quarantine encompassing Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties. 
The state’s quarantine includes restrictions on the movement of ash trees and any part of ash trees. 
  
In another matter: 
  
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority Program Manager John Kelly gave an update on projects at the West 
Valley Demonstration Project as follows: 
  
• NYSERDA will soon complete the second phase of the leachate removal project at the state-licensed disposal area. The work is 
targeted for next month and involves shipping the empty tank, other equipment and miscellaneous solid waste. Approximately 8,000 
gallons of leachate was shipped in January. 
  
• A project is underway to remove wood debris and reconstruct a protective berm that was washed out on the bank of Buttermilk 
Creek near the confluence of Cattaraugus Creek. NYSERDA is continuing to work with the New York State Emergency 
Management office and FEMA on funding some of the repair projects relating to the storm event last August. 
  
• NYSERDA has published its Notice of Completion for the Final Environmental Impact Statement on Decommissioning at the West 
Valley Demonstration Project and Western New York Nuclear Service Center. The notice came out on February 3 in the New York 
State Environmental Notice Bulletin; and the Department of Energy published its Notice of Availability on January 29 in the Federal 
Register. The DOE expects to issue its Record of Decision in March and shortly thereafter, NYSERDA will publish its Findings of 
Statement in accordance with State Environmental Quality Review regulations. 
  
• NYSERDA has sent a letter of intent to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission stating it plans to release the bulk storage warehouse 
and approximately 400 additional acres for unrestricted release. NRC has also been asked for additional information on the fee 
program expected for regulatory review of this application. 
  
• Engels said he would like to start putting together specifications for a new 10-wheeler truck. He described two proposals received: 
an International for $123,000 and a Kenworth for $93,000. It was noted that although the Kenworth has a less powerful engine, it 
would likely be more than adequate, especially since the price difference was quite large. 
  
• Supervisor Chris Gerwitz said that the Planning Board will be working on a trailer mobile home ordinance which it is hoped will be 
passed before spring this year. 
  
Å The board granted permission for the Reverend William Kay to take a ride in a snowplow truck for a day.  
  
  
The next meeting of the Town of Ashford will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 10 at the Community Center, 9377 Route 240, West Valley.   
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When the West Valley Demonstration Project is cleaned up do you think the 
area will be completely safe? 

Asked of people on the streets  

 

Marge Gaske: “There’s always an unknown factor. It may prove to be safe but we won’t know until the 
future.”
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Barry Vizena: “Sure why not? I would trust it. If you live there there’s no need to worry about your lights 
working at least.”
 

Ken Heiler: “That question answers itself. If it’s gone then it’s safe. But how in the world do we know if it’s 
all gone?”
 



Diane Lux: “Yes I do. Because my son works in nuclear physics and he knows all about West Valley. He 
says it will be safe.”
 

Tom Blasdell: “Yes it’s safe now. People have been living near there all their lives. I used to 
myself."
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