To: West Valley Citizen Task Force

From: Heike Jacob, Highland Planning
Date: July 2, 2025
Subject: Summary of June 25, 2025 Meeting

Next Meeting

Date & Time: September 24, 2025, 6:30 PM

Location: Ashford Office Complex, 9030 U.S. 219, West Valley and Zoom
registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 51sHvXD-
QRgKHg3q7a0Egw

CTF Members and Alternates Attending (in person or via Zoom)
Members: Charlie Davis, Kara Stimson, John Eberth, Ken Kassel, Kathy McGoldrick, Jordan Buffalo,
Joe Patti, Pat Townsend, Ray Vaughan

Alternates: Adam Fisher, Joanna Panasiewicz, Kevin Boyle, Tim Zerfas, Shannon Seneca
Facilitator and Notetakers: Heike Jacob, Leanne Voit, Katrina Lim

Agency Participants and Observers
Department of Energy (DOE): Bryan Bower

New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA): Paul Bembia, Lee
Gordon, Andrea Mellon

West Valley Cleanup Alliance (WVCA): Jason Casper, Joe Pillittere

Observers: Abe Zeitoun, Derick Dietrich, Frank Zhang, Patrick Concannon, Cynthia Costello, Lynn
Winterberger, David Ohehir, Derrek Asberry, Sean McCandless, Diane D’Arrigo, Steven
McDonnell, Dan Suite, David Call, Ben Fisher

Welcome, Announcements, Administrative Business

CTF Facilitator Heike Jacob opened the June 25, 2025 meeting as the facilitator and conducted a
roll call. There were no administrative updates from NYSERDA or DOE. Alternate representatives
Todd Gates and Joanna Panasiewicz were approved for the Seneca Nation of Indians and the Erie
County Department of Environment and Planning, respectively.

Project Update

Jason Casper, WVCA President and Program Manager provided an update on the main plant
process building demolition and the contract transition from CHBWV to WVCA. The demolition
of the Main Plant was finished under the CHBWV contract, marking a major cleanup milestone.
The final structure removed was the product purification cell, a high-risk facility. A temporary
geomembrane cover has been placed over the area to stabilize the site in preparation for future
excavation work.

As part of waste management operations, nearly 1,400 intermodal containers—approximately
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27,000 tons of debris—were processed and shipped off-site, including 162 specialty containers
(1,827 tons). All demolition-related waste from the Main Plant has now been fully removed.

On June 24, 2025, the West Valley Cleanup Alliance (WVCA) officially assumed site operations
from CHBWV. The new 15-year, $3 billion contract significantly expands upon the previous 14-
year, S1 billion agreement. The leadership team and subcontractors remain largely the same,
ensuring continuity of operations.

The next major focus for WVCA is the management and disposal of approximately 4.4 million
cubic feet of legacy waste and the complex removal of sludge from Tank 8D-4 as part of the
Phase 1B scope. These tasks will require specialized equipment, careful planning, and regulatory
coordination.

A two-year preparatory phase is planned before major below-grade excavation begins. This
includes utility relocations, barrier wall installation, and site stabilization work. Modular office
buildings and upgraded utilities will be added to support ongoing and future project needs.
Staffing will be managed through attrition until a detailed project schedule is finalized.

CTF Business and Updates

Federal Engagement and Advocacy

On June 3 and 4, 2025, CTF representatives visited Washington, D.C., where they met with DOE
staff, Senate offices, and Congressman Langworthy. These meetings resulted in strong verbal
support for continued cleanup funding beyond FY2026.

CTF members would like to schedule additional meetings with congressional offices in the
Buffalo region to maintain attention on the project and support for reauthorization of the West
Valley Demonstration Project Act.

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Roger Jarrell met with CTF members on June 17, 2025 and
reaffirmed DOE’s commitment to the project. He recognized the WVDP's early leadership in
waste vitrification and stressed the importance of long-term community planning for post-
cleanup use of the site.

Energy Communities Alliance Webinar

A CTF member shared that the Energy Communities Alliance held a webinar on June 25, 2025 on
nuclear fuel recycling and that recording of the webinar should be posted on www.energyca.org
in the coming weeks.

Future Presentations and Meetings

Due to limited new activity on the site, the July CTF meeting has been canceled. The next regular
CTF meeting is scheduled for September 24, 2025 and the next Quarterly Public Meeting (QPM)
will be held on August 27, 2025. Updates on the Probabilistic Performance Assessment (PPA) and
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) will be provided at the August QPM.
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Next Steps

The next CTF meeting will be on September 24, 2025. CTF members will work to schedule meetings
with the local offices of Senators Gillibrand and Schumer, and Congressmen Langworthy and

Kennedy.

Meeting Documents Available on the CTF Website

Generated by; Date
Jacob, 6/25/25
WVCA, 6/25/25

Description
Meeting Agenda
CHBWYV Project Update
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